Chapter 15: Immigrants and Urbanization

Section 1: The New Immigrants

Through the “Golden Door”
-Between 1870 and 1920 approximately 20 million Europeans arrived to the US.

-Why?  The promise of a better life - to escape difficult conditions such as famines and land shortages, or to escape religious or political persecution.

-Others known as "birds of passage" came to the US to earn money and then return home.

-Chinese immigrants came to the West Coast and similar numbers.  Many came to seek their fortunes after the discovery of gold and 1848.

-However, Chinese immigration was sharply limited by a congressional act in 1882.

Life in the New Land
A Difficult Journey
-A trip across the Atlantic from Europe to the United States took approximately 1 week, while the Pacific crossing from Asia to nearly 3 weeks.

-Once on land the immigrants faced the anxiety of not knowing whether they would be admitted into the United States.

*Ellis Island- was a US immigration and inspection station in the New York Harbor.

-17 million immigrants passed through its doors.

*Angel Island- located in the San Francisco Bay; this is where Asians, primarily Chinese arriving on the West Coast gained admission.

-Processing at Angel Island was much harsher than on Ellis Island.

-Once admitted into the country, immigrants faced the challenges of finding a place to live, getting a job, and getting along in daily life while trying to understand an unfamiliar language and culture.

Immigration Restrictions
*Nativism- the overt favoritism towards native-born Americans.

-People often disliked the immigrants’ unfamiliar customs and languages and view them as a threat to the American way of life.

*Melting Pot- a mixture of people of different cultures and races to who blended together by abandoning their native languages and customs.

Anti-Asian Sentiment
-Native born workers feared that their jobs would go to Chinese immigrants who would accept lower wages.

*Chinese Exclusion Act- passed in 1882 by Congress.  It banned entry to all Chinese except students, teachers, merchants, tourists, and government officials.

-In 1892, it was extended for another 10 years.

-In 1902, Chinese immigration was restricted indefinitely; this law was not repealed until 1943.

-In 1906, the fears that had led to anti-Chinese aggression extended to Japanese and other Asian people.  

-The local Board of Education in San Francisco segregated Japanese children by putting them in separate schools.

*Gentleman's Agreement- (1907-1908) when Japan raised an angry protest at the treatment of its emigrants, President Theodore Roosevelt worked out a deal. 

-Japan's government agreed to limit immigration of unskilled workers to the US in exchange for the repeal of the San Francisco segregation order.

Section 2: The Challenges of Urbanization
-The rapid growth of cities forced people to contend with problems of housing, transportation, water and sanitation.

Urban Opportunities
*Urbanization- the growth of cities.

Immigrants Settle in Cities
-Cities were the cheapest and most convenient places to live.  They also offered unskilled laborers steady jobs in the mills and factories.

*The Americanization Movement- was an education program designed to help immigrants assimilate to American culture.  It was government-funded and taught immigrant skills needed for citizenship such as cooking and social etiquette.

Migration from Country to City
-As new inventions in farming were good news for some farmers, they were bad news for the farm workers.  With fewer laborers needed to work the land, many rural people moved to cities to find whatever work they could.

-Between 1890 and 1910, about 200,000 African-Americans moved north and west in an effort to escape racial violence, economic hardship, and political oppression.

Urban Problems
Housing: *Tenements- multi-family urban dwelling-usually overcrowded and unsanitary.

Transportation: Innovations in *Mass Transit- transportation systems designed to move large numbers of people along fixed routes, enabled workers to go to and from jobs more easily.

-Streetcars -- 1873 San Francisco.

-Electric Subways -- 1897 Boston.

Water: The necessity of improving water quality to control diseases such as cholera and typhoid fever was obvious.

-Early into the 20th century, many city dwellers still had no access to safe water.

Sanitation: Horse manure piled up on the streets, sewage flowed through open gutters, factories spewed foul smoke into the air, and trash was dumped on the streets.

Crime: 1844 New York City establishes the first salary police force, but just as other city law-enforcement units, it was too small to have much of an impact on crime.

Fire: There was a limited water supply.  Major fires occurred in almost every large American city during the 1870s and 1880s.  

-In addition to lacking water with which to combat fires, most cities were packed with wooden dwellings, which were kindling waiting to be ignited.  

-The use of candles and kerosene heaters also posed a fire hazard.

-1853 Ohio established the first salary fire Department.

Reformers Mobilize
-Social welfare reformers targeted their efforts at revealing urban poverty.

The Settlement House Movement 

*Social Gospel Movement- a 19th-century reform movement based on the belief that Christians have a responsibility to help improve working conditions and alleviate poverty.

*Settlement Houses- community centers in slum neighborhoods that provided assistance to people in the area, especially immigrants.  Provided classes in English, health, and painting, as well as college extension courses.

*Jane Addams- one of the most influential members of the movement -- and Ellen Gates Starr founded Chicago's Hull House in 1889.  

-By 1910, about 400 settlement houses were operating in cities across the country.  The settlement houses helped cultivate social responsibility toward the urban poor.

Section 3: Politics in the Gilded Age
-Local and national political corruption in the 19th century led to calls for reform.

*The Gilded Age- the period from the 1870s to the 1890s.

The Emergence of Political Machines
*Political Machine- organized groups that controlled the activities of a political party in a city -- also offered services to voters and businesses in exchange for political or financial support.

-Whether or not the “boss” officially served as mayor, he controlled access to municipal jobs and business licenses, and influenced the courts and other municipal agencies.

Municipal Graft and Scandal
-While the well-oiled political machines provided city dwellers with services, many political bosses fell victim to corruption as their influence grew.

Election Fraud and Graft- once a political machine got its candidates into office, it could take advantage of numerous opportunities for *Graft- the illegal use of political influence for personal gain.

The Tweed Ring Scandal

*William M. Tweed- known as Boss Tweed became head of Tammany Hall, New York City's powerful Democratic political machine in 1868.

-Between 1869 and 1871, Boss Tweed led the Tweed Ring, a group of corrupt politicians, in defrauding the city.

*Thomas Nast- a political cartoonist, helped arouse public outrage against Tammany Halls graft and the Tweed Ring was finally broken in 1871.

-Tweed was indicted on 120 counts of fraud and extortion and was sentenced to 12 years in jail.  His sentence was reduced to one year, but after leaving jail, he was quickly arrested for another charge.

-While serving a second sentence, Tweed escaped.  On the back counter there is a paper to sign.  Wait until the area is free to go back there.  He was captured in Spain, when officials identified him from a Thomas Nast cartoon.

Civil Service Replaces Patronage
-Since the beginning of the 19th century, Presidents had complained about the problem of *Patronage- the giving of government jobs to people who had helped a candidate get elected.  Also known as the spoils system.

-This caused problems for the presidents by having unqualified people appointed to jobs.

-Reformers began to press for the elimination of patronage and the adoption of a merit system of hiring.

-Reformers believed jobs in *Civil Service- governmental administration -- should go to the most qualified persons.

Reformers Under Hayes, Garfield, and Arthur 

(Okay, now pay close attention)

*Rutherford B. Hayes- Republican -- elected in 1876.  He fired two of the top officials of the New York cities, Customhouse, where the Republican Party controlled jobs.  

-These firings enraged the Republican New York senator and political boss, Roscoe Conkling and his supporters, the *Stalwarts.

-Once Hayes decided not to run for reelection in 1880, a free-for-all broke out at the Republican convention, between the stalwarts -- who oppose changes in the spoils system -- and reformers.  

-Since neither the stalwarts nor reformers would win the majority of delegates, the convention settled on an independent presidential candidate, Ohio Congressman *James A. Garfield.  To balance out Garfield's ties to reformers, the Republicans nominated for vice president *Chester A. Arthur, one of Conkling's supporters.

-Despite Arthur's inclusion on the ticket, Garfield angered the stalwarts by giving reformers most of his patronage jobs once he was elected. 

-On July 2, 1881, as the President walked-through the Washington, DC's train station, he was shot two times by a mentally unbalanced lawyer whom Garfield had turned down for job.  Garfield later died from his wounds, making VP Arthur the new President.

-Despite his ties to the stalwarts, Chester Arthur turned reformer.  When he became president his first mission was to urge Congress legislators to pass civil service laws.

*The Pendleton Civil Service Act- of 1883 authorized a bipartisan Civil Service Commission to make appointments to federal jobs through a merit system based on a candidate’s performance based on an examination.

Business Buys Influence
-Politicians turned to wealthy business owners for contributions.  This made the alliance between the government and big business stronger than ever.

Harrison, Cleveland, and High Tariffs
-Democrats opposed high tariffs because they increased prices.

-In 1884, the Democratic Party won the presidential election for the first time in 28 years. (Cleveland)

*Grover Cleveland- in 1888, he would run again against *Benjamin Harrison, the grandson of President William Henry Harrison.

-Cleveland won the popular vote, but Harrison won the electoral vote.  

-Harrison would pass the *McKinley Tariff act of 1890- which raised tariffs to there highest level yet.

-In 1892, Cleveland was elected president again.  He is the only president to serve two nonconsecutive terms.  

-In 1897, *William McKinley was elected president and raised tariffs once again.

-The attempt to reduce the tariff had failed, but the spirit of reform was not dead.  

-New developments in areas ranging from technology to mass culture would help redefine American society as the US moved into the 20th century.
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