Chapter 16: Life at the Turn of the 20th Century
Section 1: Science and Urban Life
-Advances in science and technology helped solve urban problems, including overcrowding.

Technology and City Life
-Skyscrapers- with the invention of the elevator and the development of internal steel skeletons to bear the weight of buildings, buildings could be made taller.

*Louis Sullivan- 1890-1891, he designed the 10-story Wainwright Building in St. Louis.  He called the new breed of skyscrapers a “proud and soaring thing.”

*Daniel Burnham- designed the Flatiron Building, which still stands at the intersection of Fifth Avenue and 23rd St. in New York City.

Electric Transit- Electricity transformed urban transportation.  Richmond, Virginia became the first city to electrify its urban transit.  

-By the turn of the 20th century, intricate networks of electric streetcars -- also called trolley cars -- ran from outlying neighborhoods to downtown offices and department stores.

Engineering and Urban Planning
*John Augustus Roebling- 1883 designed the Brooklyn Bridge.  It became known as the eighth wonder of the world and took 14 years to build.

*Frederick Law Olmsted- a landscape architect, spearheaded the movement for planning urban parks. (Central Park)  He envisioned the park as a rustic haven in the center of a busy city.  The finished park featured boating and tennis facilities, a zoo, and bicycle paths. 

-In the 1870s, Olmsted planned the landscaping for Washington, DC, and St. Louis.

City Planning
*Daniel Burnham- as an architect in Chicago, his motto was "Making no little plans.  They have no magic to stir men's blood."

-He created a plan for Chicago that included a lakefront of elegant parks.

New Technology

A Revolution in Printing- American mills began to produce cheap paper from wood pulp, which was also durable enough so that print could go on both sides.  Faster production and lower costs made newspapers and magazines far more affordable.

Airplanes- in the 20th century, brothers, *Orville and Wilbur Wright, bicycle manufacturers from Dayton, Ohio, experimented with new engines powerful enough to keep "heavier-than-air" craft afloat.

-Their first successful flight - on December 17, 1903, at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina - covered 120 feet and lasted 12 seconds.

Photography Explosion- before the 1880s, photography was a professional activity.  Because of the time required to take a picture and the weight of the equipment, a photographer could not shoot a moving object.

*George Eastman- developed a series of more convenient alternatives to heavy glass plates previously used.

-In 1888, Eastman introduced his Kodak camera.  The cost of the camera was $25 and included a 100-picture roll of film.

-After the pictures were taken - you would then send the camera back to Eastman’s Rochester, New York, factory and for $10, the pictures would be developed.

Section 2: Expanding Public Education
-Reforms in public education led to a rise in national literacy and the promotion of public education.

-Most states had public schools by the end of the Civil War, but many children were unable to attend.  (The biggest factor was racism).

-African-Americans were mostly excluded from public secondary education.  

-State laws required students to attend school from the ages of 8 to 14.

-Immigrants were urged to go to school to become “Americanized.”

Expanding Higher Education- at the turn of the century, only 2.3% of America's population attended colleges.  Between 1880 and 1920, college enrollments more than quadrupled.

Higher Education for African-Americans
-With the help from the Freemen's Bureau and other groups, blacks founded Howard, Atlanta, and Fisk Universities, between 1865 in 1868.

-By 1900, out of about 9 million African-Americans, only 3,880 were in attendance at colleges or professional schools.

*Booker T. Washington- was an educator who believed that racism would end once blacks acquired useful labor skills and provided their economic value to society.

-Washington, who was born a slave, graduated from Virginia's Hampton Institute.

-By 1881, he headed the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute, now called Tuskegee University, in Alabama.

-Tuskegee aimed to equip African-Americans with teaching diplomas and useful skills in agriculture, domestic, or medical work.

*W. E. B. Du Bois- the first African-American to receive a doctorate from Harvard in 1895 strongly disagreed with Washington's gradual approach.

-In 1905, Dubois founded the *Niagara Movement, which insisted that blacks should seek a liberal arts education so that the African-American community would have well educated leaders.

-He wrote, The Souls of Black Folk in 1903.

Section 3: Segregation and Discrimination
*Ida B. Wells- in the early 1880s she was a teacher, who later became an editor of the local paper.  She began crusading for racial justice after the lynching of three friends.

African-Americans Fight Legal Discrimination
-As African-Americans exercised their newly won political and social rights during Reconstruction, they faced hostile and often violent opposition from whites.  

-African-Americans eventually fell victim to laws restricting their civil rights, but never stopped fighting for equality.

Voting Restrictions
*Literacy Tests- blacks would be asked harder questions than whites are and sometimes even be tested in a foreign language.

*Poll Tax- an annual tax that had to be paid before qualifying to vote.

*Grandfather Clause- it stated that even if a man failed a literacy test or could not afford the poll tax, he was still entitled to vote if he, his father, or his grandfather had been eligible to vote before January 1, 1867.  This was added to several southern constitutions to enable white people to vote who may have been kept from doing so by other restrictions.

*Segregation Laws- were passed in the South to separate white and black people in public and private facilities.

-These laws came to be known as *Jim Crow Laws- after a popular old song.  Racial segregation was put into effect everywhere.

*Plessy V. Ferguson- in 1896, the Supreme Court ruled that the separation of races in public accommodations was legal and did not violate the 14th amendment.  The decision established the doctrine of “separate but equal,” which allowed states to maintain separate facilities for blacks and whites as long as they provided equal services.

Turn-Of-The-Century Race Relations
-African-Americans faced not only formal discrimination, but also informer rules and customs, called racial etiquette, which regulated relationships between whites and blacks.

-Blacks and whites never shook hands, since shaking hands would have been implied equality.

-Blacks also had to yield the sidewalk to white pedestrians, and black men always had to remove their hats for whites.

-Lynching was common when this etiquette was not followed.

-Many African-Americans went north for better jobs and equality.

-African-Americans were discriminated against in the north as well.  Forced into segregated neighborhoods and discrimination in the workplace-they were hired only as a last resort.

-Sometimes competition and turn violent -- New York City's race riots of 1900.  Violence erupted after a young black man, believed that a white policeman was mistreating his wife and killed the policeman.

-Nonwhites in the west also faced discrimination.

Discrimination in the West
-Some Mexicans, as well as, African-Americans were forced into *Debt Peonage- a system that bound laborers into slavery in order to work off their debt to the employer.

Section 4: The Dawn of Mass Culture
-As Americans had more time for leisure activities, in modern mass culture emerged.

American Leisure
-Amusement parks, bicycling, new forms of theater, and spectator sports.

-Bicycles made women feel more independent.  This was an activity that represented new freedom and opportunity for women.

The Spread of Mass Culture
*Joseph Pulitzer- a Hungarian immigrant who had bought the New York World in 1883, pioneered popular innovations, such as a large Sunday edition comics, sports coverage, and women's news.  

-Pulitzer's paper emphasized "sin, sex, and sensation" in an attempt to surpass his main competitor, the wealthy *William Randolph Hearst- who had purchased the New York Morning Journal in 1895.  

-Hearst, who already owned The San Francisco Examiner, sought to outdo Pulitzer by filling the Journal with exaggerated tales of personal scandals, cruelty, hypnotism, and even an imaginary conquest of Mars.

-As literacy rates grew the writing tended towards crime tales and Western adventures.

Promoting Fine Arts
-By 1900 at least one art gallery graced every large city.

-In the early 20th century, the *Ashcan School of American Art, painted urban life and working people with gritty realism and no frills.

Popular Fiction
*Samuel Langhorne Clemens- better-known Mark Twain inspired a host of other young authors.  When he declared his independence of “literature and all that bosh.”  He wrote books that went on to become American Classics.

New Ways to Sell Goods
-Cleveland, Ohio- first shipping center opened in 1890.

-Marshall Field established department stores.

-Chain stores- 1870s F. W. Woolworth.

-Catalogs and RFD- Montgomery Ward and Sears Roebuck brought retail merchandise to small towns.  1896- RFD Rural Free Delivery was offered that brought packages directly to every home.
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